BSM Leadership
Spring 2012 Through Fall 2012
STEP 1 OF 2 – THE NEXT STEP IS FOUND AT THE END OF THIS DOCUMENT
LEADERSHIP TERM:

· Begins in January and runs through December

· Why?  First Flight Week (the week before school starts) is a key week in regards to forming relationships with new students.  By serving on the Leadership Team during a calendar year instead of an academic year, the Team has the opportunity to shape the ministries for the new school year and then be on the team to carry them during the new school year.

PERSONAL LIFESTYLE PATTERNS (EXPLANATIONS FROM SCRIPTURE INCLUDED AT THE END OF THIS PACKET):

· Exalt Christ with your life.

· Your identity is that of a witness.  You are one who points to Jesus Christ.

· Since you represent the BSM as a member of the Leadership Team, we’re asking that you refrain drinking, smoking, or any other habit (pornography, sexual sin, etc) that might negatively affect your witness.

· Why do we ask this?

· We believe that leaders must be held to a higher standard.  We also understand that believers have certain rights.  However, in an era where alcohol abuse is prevalent and smoking is so unhealthy, your rights as a believer should be evaluated in light of your responsibilities as a leader.
· What about Scriptural proof?  Scripture is full of passages that speak of the great responsibility that leaders have.
· Responsibilities of the Leader – James 3:1 – The author asserts that the judgment of teachers will be especially strict because greater responsibility rests on teachers.  The reason for this is that the teacher's essential instrument – the tongue which is so easily misused, has great influence.  The leaders of the kingdom are judged not so much by what they achieve, as by the character that they reveal.  That is, according to what they are, and not what they do. This high standard is applied not so much to the leader's successes as to the state of his heart and his spirit.

· Character of the Leader – Titus 1:5-9 – The Christian minister is not merely the servant of the church; he exercises his office under God's authority and is directly accountable to him.  This high office makes high demands on the character of the man.  In this passage, you also see some negative and positive qualifications of the leader.
· Calling and Character of the Leader – 1 Timothy 3:1-12 – The dominant idea among the leaders of the New Testament was that the ministry belonged to the Christian community in its totality.  The ordination of leaders consisted primarily of the selection of individuals of maturity and proven character, to lead in such a way that the entire church could function effectively in worship, service, evangelism, and carrying out the individual spiritual gifts.  The characteristics that the leaders of the church should possess are carefully outlined in these verses.  Instead, an evaluation is made of the leader's ethic and morals, sustained and proven.  More than a dozen significant qualities are mentioned that a leader is expected to possess, among which are included spiritual preparation, self-control, good social disposition, domestic order, and living a holy life.  The basis for a permanent ministry is a sustained dedication.  If a leader abandons these ethical standards, he or she must accept to be stripped of the leadership duties, until an adequate time transpires for a new verification of his character.

· But I believe my freedom in Christ – that is my rights as a believer – trump anything the Bible has to say about being a leader.
· There is some Scripture plus some explanation after the priorities, principles, key dates, etc.

PERSONAL PRIORITIES:

· Discipleship: Evidence of a daily lifestyle in a continual, passionate pursuit of Christ and personal spiritual growth.  This is the input of your faith.

· Evangelism: You’re engaging those who do not know Christ.  This is the output of your faith.

· Church Life: Active attendance in a local church and connecting other students to local churches.

· Missions: Active participation in all missions events, giving, and making others aware of it.

· Leadership Development: Study and growth into becoming a better leader.

MINISTRY AREA PRINCIPLES: 
· Since you feel called to serve on leadership, we trust that these expectations are easy for you to agree to.
· Plan, coordinate, and carry-out your BSM ministry position.

· Why?  The mission of the BSM is to know God and make God known.  We trust that you are going to do that to the best of your abilities.
· An understanding that you are helping to build and sustain a ministry and therefore words and decisions will be centered around that.

· Why?  Our commitment as leaders is to realize that we not only represent Christ but also the organization we are a part of.
· Participation in and support of other BSM ministries.
· Why?  Again, your role is to help build and help support all ministries.  While we understand that involvement in a local church is important, there must be a balance between your commitments at church and your calling as a leader in the BSM.
· But what if I don’t know where I’d like to minister?
· We will work with you to determine that.  If you feel called to minister to college students at UNT, then we will help you determine what that could look like.  What we desire is to see that you have a heart for college students.  The possibilities are endless.
KEY DATES/MEETINGS:
· The Following Are Required Unless Classes Interfere:

· Leadership Meetings (Date/time set at leadership retreat)
· Why?  For devotions, leadership training, and calendaring.
· Wednesday Lunches

· Why?  An important opportunity to meet and minister to those who don’t know Christ.
· Thursday CRAVE
· Why?  To join with fellow BSMers in worship and study.
· Discipleship Meetings (Date/time set at leadership retreat)
· Why?  To help you grow in your personal spiritual life and ministry leadership.
· Spring Semester 2012

· Leadership Retreat: January 13-14th
· Abide Prayer Retreat: January 27-28th (if you are able)

· Fall Semester 2012 (Other than lunches, CRAVE, Leadership Team Meetings, and Discipleship Meetings)

· Leadership Retreat: weekend before First Flight week (date will be announced as soon as the UNT school calendar is released)
· First Flight Week Activities: 
· Why?  The key dates for forming relationships with new and transfer students.

· FOCUS retreat: will be in September
· Alumni Reception: Homecoming weekend in October
· Why?  Your ministry through the BSM extends to those who have been a part of the organization before you.  It honors those who have helped sustain and support the ministry since its inception.
1 CORINTHIANS 6:12-20
Scripture Reading:

“Everything is permissible for me” – but not everything is beneficial.  “Everything is permissible for me” – but I will not be mastered by anything.  “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food” – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body. By his power God raised the Lord from the dead, and he will raise us also.  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never!  Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “The two will become one flesh.”  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.  Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought at a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.

Let’s take a closer look at this passage of Scripture to see how it applies to our lives:

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 – Moral Laxness Among Believers

· Vs. 12: “Everything is permissible for me: -- but not everything is beneficial.  Everything is permissible for me – but I will not be mastered by anything.”
· Principle 1: Things may be lawful and yet not helpful.
· When Paul says that all thing are lawful for me, he doesn’t not mean all things in the absolute sense.  Here he is speaking only about those things that are morally indifferent.
· Biblical Cultural Examples: Christians eating pork.  The question as to whether a Christian, member of the early church, should eat pork was a very real issue among believers during Paul’s time.  Paul knew that it did not really matter to God if a man ate pork, but he knew that certain things may be legitimate and yet not profitable.
· Biblical Application: There might be certain things which would be permissible for me to do and yet if someone else saw me doing them, he might be stumbled by my actions.
· Principle 2: Some things may be lawful and yet they might be enslaving

· Biblical Application: This would have a very direct message today with regard to the subjects of liquor, tobacco and drugs.  These things, as well as many others, are enslaving and the Christian should not allow himself to be mastered by anything.
· Vs. 13: “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food” – but God will destroy them both.  The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the Body.:
· Principle 3: Some things are perfectly lawful for the believer and yet their value is temporary.

· Explanation of food:  “Food for the stomach and the stomach for food – but God will destroy both of them.”  This means that the stomach has been constructed to receive food and digest it.  Likewise, God has designed foods so that they can be received by the stomach.
· Application:  We should not live for foods because they are only of temporary value.  They should not be given an undue place in the life of the believer.  Don’t live as if the greatest thing in life is to gratify your appetites.
· Explanation of the body: “The body is not meant for sexual immorality, but for the Lord, and the Lord for the body.”  The Lord never intended that the body be used for impure purposes.  Rather He planned that it should be used for the glory of the Lord.
· Something to think on: Not only is the body for the Lord, but even more wonderful is the thought that the Lord is for the body.  This means that the Lord is interested in our bodies, their welfare, and their proper use.  God wants our bodies to be presented to Him a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable (Romans 12:1).
· Vs. 14: “By His power God raised the Lord from the dead, and He will raise us up also.”
· Explanation: Verse 13 is further explained in verse 14.  God’s interest in our bodies does not end at the time of death.  He is going to raise the body of every believer to fashion it like the glorious body of Jesus.
· Vs. 15-18: “Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself?  Shall I then  take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute?  Never!  Do you know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body?  For it is said, “the two will become one flesh.”  But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit.  Flee from sexual immorality.  All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body.”
· Personal Purity Application: Our bodies are members of Christ so we must guard our bodies for personal purity.
· One Spirit: Vs. 17 – Just as in the physical act there is a union of two into one, so when a person believes on Jesus and is joined to Him, the believer and Christ become so united that they can be spoken as one spirit.
· Vs. 19-20: “Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God?  You are not your own; you were bought with a price.  Therefore honor God with your body.”
· Application:  Every believer is indwelt by the Spirit of God.  How could we ever think of taking a body in which the Holy Spirit dwells and using it for impure purposes?  It is not for us to take our bodies and use them the way we desire.  They do not belong to us; they belong to the Lord.  We are the Lord’s both by creation and redemption.  Because Jesus loved us and bore our sins on His body on the cross we no longer think of our own bodies as our own.  Rather we must use our bodies to glorify God, the One who it belongs.
1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-27

Scripture Reading:

Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.   To the Jews I became like a Jew, to win the Jews.  To those under the law I became like one under the law (though I myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law.  To those not having the law I became like one not having the law (though I am not free from God's law but am under Christ's law), so as to win those not having the law.  To the weak I became weak, to win the weak. I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel, that I may share in its blessings.  Do you not know that in a race all the runners run, but only one gets the prize? Run in such a way as to get the prize.  Everyone who competes in the games goes into strict training.  They do it to get a crown that will not last; but we do it to get a crown that will last forever.  Therefore I do not run like a man running aimlessly; I do not fight like a man beating the air.  No, I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.

Let’s take a closer look at this passage of Scripture to see how it applies to our lives:

· 1 Corinthians 9:19-27 – The Rights of an Apostle
· Vs. 19: “Though I am free and belong to no man, I make myself a slave to everyone, to win as many as possible.”
· Here we see that Paul has put himself under bondage to all people in order that he might win more.
· Vs. 20-22: Paul gives examples of what he means in verse 19.

· To a Jew he becomes like a Jew
· This specific example is regarding food laws and nothing else.
· To those under the law
· To those not having the law
· Refers to his conduct among Gentiles.
· To the weak
· Vs. 22b-23: “I have become all things to all men so that by all possible means I might save some.  I do all this for the sake of the gospel that I may share in its blessings.”
· This verse should never be used to justify a sacrifice of scriptural principle.  It merely descries a readiness to accommodate to the customs and habits of the people in order to win a hearing for the good news of salvation.
· Paul knows that he is not the one to save another person, and he recognizes that Jesus is the only one who can save (as seen throughout the NT).  At the same time, it is wonderful to notice that those who serve Christ in the gospel are so closely identified with Him that He even allows them to use the word save to describe a work in which they are involved.
· Vs. 24-26:  Describe the peril of losing one’s reward through lack of self-discipline.  The Christian life is one of self-discipline.  It calls for strenuous effort.  It demands definiteness of purpose.  The prize that is being written about is not one’s salvation, but a reward for faithful service.  Salvation is nowhere stated to be the result of our faithfulness in running the race.  Salvation is the free gift of God through faith in Jesus.
· Vs. 27: “No I beat my body and make it my slave so that after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified for the prize.”
i. Application: In the Christian life, there is a necessity for self-control, for temperance, for discipline.  We must practice self-mastery.

ii. Explanation 1: Considerable debate has centered on the meaning of this verse.  Some hold that it teaches that a person can be saved and then subsequently lost.  This, of course, is in conflict with the general body of teaching in the NT to the effect that no true believer in Christ will ever perish.

iii. Explanation 2: Others say that they do not interpret this verse to mean that a person who was ever saved could be disqualified, but simply that one who failed to exercise self-discipline had never been really saved in the first place.
iv. Explanation 3: Another argument is that Paul is not speaking of salvation at all but of service.  He is not suggesting that he might ever be lost, but that he might not stand the test as far as his service was concerned.

1. As Paul has been thinking about self-control, the example of the Israelites comes to mind.  In 1 Corinthians 10, he remembers how they become self-indulgent and careless in the discipline of their bodies, and became disqualified and disapproved.
STEP 2 OF 2 – IF YOU’VE READ THROUGH THIS AND YOU’RE INTERESTED IN BSM LEADERSHIP, STOP BY THE OFFICE AND WE’LL GIVE YOU AN APPLICATION!

